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Today’s Lesson Title:  STATE GOVERNMENT-This week we will study state governments-more particularly Oklahoma’s state government.  Tip O’Neal, long time Speaker of the House of Representatives said “all politics are local.”  In other  words all most people know about government comes from their dealing with the local police, the tag agency, or garbage pickup.  This week we will focus on Oklahoma state government-how it works, how it is different from other states, and why it is the way it  is.

STATE CONSTITUTIONS

Each of the 50 states has a constitution.  Under the 10th amendment that reserves some power for the states, each state has a constitution a little different from other states.  How do state constitutions differ from one another?

1.  Some states have capital punishment-other states do not.

2.  Some states charge a flat fee for car license tags(18.00 in 

     Texas-85.00 in Oklahoma).

3.  The speed limit varies from state to state.  Some states have 

     no speed limit.  Others keep it to 65 mph.

4.  States vary in how old you have to be to buy alcohol or   

     tobacco.

5.  Some states pay their state legislators full time(Oklahoma)-

     other states pay them to just work part time(Texas).

6.  Most state legislatures meet every year for four or five

     months(Oklahoma), but other state legislatures only meet 

     every other year.

FORMS OF GOVERNMENT

All 50 states have three branches of government like the Federal government.

