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Today’s Lesson Title:  CURRENT ISSUES BEING REVIEWED BY THE COURT-Do states have to recognize same sex marriages sanctioned by other states?  Can a homosexual couple bring their adopted children to a state that does not recognize such adoptions without fear of the child being taken by the Department of Human Services?  When it comes to executing people for capital crimes what is cruel and unusual punishment?  Will women continue to have the right to reproductive self determination(the right to choose an abortion)?  These are some of the issues being reviewed by the court in 2007.  Today’s son will attempt to answer some of the above questions.

SAME SEX MARRIAGE AND HOMOSEXUAL ADOPTION RIGHTS-so far all legal challenges between the states have been based on Article IV Section 1 of the constitution which reads as follows:
          “Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, Record, and judicial proceedings of every other state.”
So how has the court interpreted Article IV Section 1 so far?

States must recognize other states adoptions-even those for homosexual couples.  As of 2007 43% of all adoptions occurring annually in the United States are by homosexual couples.  In all likelihood with so many U.S. Citizens directly involved the court will continue to apply the “full faith and credit clause” to the issue.

REPRODUCTIVE SELF DETERMINATION-although Alito and Roberts are both devout Catholics and consider abortion murder-even in cases of rape and incest, they also tend
