81

CLARENCE THOMAS-the only African-American currently on the court.  “Strict Constructionist.”  Very anti-abortion, very anti-affirmative action.  Roman Catholic.  Married to a wealthy, white socialite from Virginia.  Republican.  Has served since 1991.     55

RUTH BADER GINSBURG-second woman appointed to the Supreme Court. Democrat.  Jewish.  Very pro-choice on the abortion issue.  Votes “loose construction” on all women’s rights issues.  Has served on the court since 1993.    70

STEPHEN BREYER-tends to vote “loose construction.”  Tens to see the court as an instrument for righting society’s injustices.  Democrat.  Jewish.  Served since 1994.      65

WHY DOES IT MATTER WHO GETS ELECTED PRESIDENT IN 2004?

Whoa!   Where’d that come from?  I thought we were talking about the Supreme Court justices-not the presidency!  Notice:  

Several of the justices are around 80.  They want and need to retire.  Whoever is elected President will nominate their replacements if they retire.  Right now the court is evenly split between “loose constructionists” and “strict constructionists.”

If Republicans control the White House for the next four years they will appoint “strict constructionists.”  If the Democrats control the White House they will appoint social activists judges(loose constructionists).  In the end, the Supreme Court decides the laws that effect all of our lives.  They determine our destiny.

NEXT TIME, WE WILL BEGIN TO FOCUS ON SUPREME COURT DECISIONS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE DESTINY OF AMERICA.

