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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE SUPREME COURT-WHO ARE THESE GUYS ANYWAY?  More than anyone else in the U.S. Government, nine Supreme Court justices have a  more direct impact on the quality of your day to day life in America than any entertainment or sports figure.  Yet can you name any of them?  Do you know anything about what they believe?  Today, we will look at the nine Supreme Court justices and try to understand how they might incline to interpret the constitution.

WILLIAM RENQHUIST-Chief Justice.  He’s served since 1972.  He’s Republican, Lutheran, “strict construction”.   79

JOHN PAUL STEVENS-served since 1975.  Democrat.  “loose construction”-believes in an activist court to right America’s social injustices.  83 

SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR-first woman appointed to the Supreme Court.  Has served since 1981.  Moderate Republican.

Tends to be the “swing vote” in close decisions.  Unpredictable.  Votes with Strict Constructionists one time and then Loose Constructionists the next time.  73

ANTONIN SCALIA-first Italian-American on the court.  Roman Catholic, father of eight, very “strict constructionist,” very anti-abortion, very anti-women’s rights.  Very anti-affirmative action.  Has served since 1986.   67 

ANTHONY KENNEDY-tends to vote for “loose construction,” believes in an activist court to correct society’s injustices. Roman Catholic.  Has served since 1988.  67 

DAVID SOUTER-tends to vote “loose constructionist.”  Also, sees the court as an agent for righting society’s social injustices.  Episcopalian.  Has served since 1990.   64

