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           words it was the first indication that humans might be entitled 

           to freedom of speech.
5. The English Bill of Rights-was enacted by the British parliament in 1688.  It forbid the king from keeping a standing army in peace time(the English were afraid he might use the army on his own people).  It also proclaimed Englishmen have certain basic rights-the right to life, liberty, and property.  Englishmen also had the right to bear arms(carry a piece).  Later, Thomas Jefferson would use these same words in our Declaration of Independence(he would change property to happiness).

6. Albany Plan of Union-authored by Benjamin Franklin in 1754 and signed by representatives of the thirteen British colonies in North America.  It said if any of the colonies was attacked by the French the other twelve would come to their rescue.  It established in American’s minds that if they were to live free they would have to defend that freedom(“we’ll either hang together or hang separately!” said Franklin).
7. The Declaration of Independence-boldly declared to the world that all humans are equal and have three basic rights-the right to live, the right to live free, and the right to pursue happiness wherever you can find it!
8. The Articles of Confederation-was adopted by the thirteen states in 1782.  It called for a “firm and friendly alliance” between thirteen equal states, and each state pledged to come to the defense of the other if any one state was attacked by a foreign enemy-again once more stating the obvious-a free people must be willing to work together and defend their freedom.
