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building was built about three hundred feet east of the U.S. Capitol building in 1936.

HOW DO THEY REVIEW CASES?

5000 cases are “appealed” to the Supreme Court each year.  The nine judges look through the briefs(a brief summary of the case).  Usually four or more of the justices can agree that about 120 cases be heard.  The lawyers filing the appeals must then present their case before the court.  They must do two things:

1.  Present their case orally before the court(most of the time 

     they are given about four hours).

2.  File a brief(put the points of their argument in writing for 

     later review by the justices).

3.  Then the nine justices meet in a private conference room 

     and argue the points of the case(not even their clerks are

     allowed in the room-it is totally private).

a. Each justice is allowed to state their personal opinion.

b. Then they argue a lot-sometimes losing their temper.

c. Then they vote.

d. Then the Chief Justice appoints one of the justices who 

voted with the majority to write the “majority opinion” and he selects one of the justices who voted with the 

minority to write the “minority opinion.”  The majority

opinion becomes the law.

NEXT TIME WE WILL LOOK AT SUPREME COURT CASES THAT HAVE CHANGED THE DESTINY OF AMERICA!

