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Today’s Lesson Title: THE JUDICIAL BRANCH-THE SUPREME COURT-first there were three(that was all that was needed), then there were six, then there were eight, and since 1936 there have been nine.  THE SUPREMES-THE FIRM(their nickname).  What do they do?  Where do they do it?  More than any other members of the Federal Government their actions effect our day to day lives.  Yet, do any of us know their names or anything about them? Today’s lesson will focus on the Supreme Court and their work.
WHAT THEY DO

Since 1803, what they do is Judicial Review.  They review lower court cases to see if they are constitutional.  5000 lower court decisions are Appealed each year.  So how do they decide which court decisions to review?  “The rule of four.”  Four of the justices must agree that the court should review a case.  Only 120 cases actually get reviewed each year(it takes about five million dollars in legal fees to keep a case going all the way to the Supreme Court- the cost of the appeals).

WHEN DO THEY WORK ?

Unless they get hung up at the last minute with some unfinished business they work from the first Tuesday in October until the Fourth of July.  Then they take three months off(hey, most of them are 50 before they make it to the Supreme Court).

WHERE DO THEY WORK ?

Until 1936, they worked wherever they could find a space.  For over a hundred years they met in the basement of the U.S. Capitol Building but then someone noticed they had a lot to do and were working a lot of hours   so   a   new  Supreme Court

