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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE JUDICIAL BRANCH-HOW IT GOT STARTED AND HAS CHANGED-the constitution of 1787 called for three branches of the Federal government or as Franklin Roosevelt put it “the three horse team that pulls America along on its road to its destiny.”  But the “third horse” didn’t join the team at first.  And when it did it didn’t do much for the first ten years.  But in 1803 all that changed.  Today we are going to look at how the Supreme Court got started and how it has changed over the years.

THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY ACT

President Washington and Congress were sworn in in May, 1789 at the Federal Building on Wall Street(in Manhattan).  Their first order of business was to fulfill one of the promises of the constitution  that called for a third branch to the Federal Government. In 1789, Congress added the “third horse” to the Federal Government by passing the Federal Judiciary Act.  It established the Federal Court system with its districts throughout the states and formed the Supreme Court.

THE SUPREME COURT

Only three justices were needed.  There wasn’t much to do.  Besides, no one really understood what the Supreme Court’s role might be in government.  During the 1790s few cases reached the Supreme Court from the lower Federal Courts.  And even when they did the justices weren’t sure what to do.

JOHN MARSHALL

In 1800, John Adams lost the Presidential election to Thomas Jefferson.  As a bit of revenge, at the last minute before Jefferson was sworn in, Adams appointed 30 new Federal judges who were Federalists(his party)including a new Chief

