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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE JUDICIAL BRANCH-of the three branches of the Federal Government the judicial branch probably has the most impact on American’s day to day lives.  Yet how many Americans can name any of the Supreme Court justices or really knows anything about them?  How long do they serve?  When and where do they do their work?  How do they do their work?  These are some of the questions we will answer all this week as we look at the Judicial Branch.

THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM

There are 89 Federal Judicial Districts in the 50 states.  Oklahoma has three districts-TULSA, OKLAHOMA CITY, AND LAWTON.  There are 563 Federal Judges that hear 250,000 Federal cases a year-or 80 percent of all Federal cases.
They hear criminal cases like bank robbers, kidnappers, mail fraud, counterfeiting, tax evasion, and narcotics cases.  They hear civil cases like bankruptcy, union disputes, and civil rights cases.

JURISDICTION

Is a Federal law involved or a state law?  Jurisdiction- means the authority of a court to hear a case.  If a Federal law is involved(Bill of Rights, Civil Rights, citizen’s rights) a Federal Court has jurisdiction and will hear the case.  Some situations in which Federal Courts have jurisdiction are:

1.  When interpreting any Federal law is needed.

2.  Deciding who has navigation rights in different parts of 

    American waters.

3. When an officer of the U.S. Government is involved.

4. When an ambassador or other foreign service employee is 

    involved.

