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Today’s Lesson Title:  HOW THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH DOES ITS JOB DAY TO DAY-5 million people work for the Executive Branch-2 million military and 3 million civilians.  At most, the President interacts with 300 of those 5 million.  So how does the executive branch do what it is required to do?  Today’s lesson will answer that question.

THE CABINET

It’s not mentioned in the constitution.  George Washington made it up-but it works.  In the beginning the constitution only called for three Secretaries to carry out the work of the executive branch-a Secretary of State to deal with foreign countries, a Secretary of the Treasury to handle tax monies collected by the government, and a Secretary of War to oversee the military and national defense.  Nor was Washington required to meet with these secretaries on a regular basis, but from the very beginning he established the “precedent” of meeting with them once a week.  Most of the divisions of the executive branch are managed by the 14 secretaries now serving as cabinet secretaries.

Cabinet members are selected by the President but they must be approved by the legislative branch.

THE BUREACRACY

Is another name for government employees and agencies.  It depends on a chain of command-like a pyramid-one person at the top and lots of  employees in “layers” below.  Many bureaucrats(government employees) are “specialists” in their area.  They operate by “formal rules” laid down by the constitution or enacted by congress and “informal rules” based

on the traditions of their department.

