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Today’s Lesson Title:  WHERE AMERICANS GOT THEIR IDEAS OF DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM-“Live free or die”-that was one of the headlines of the War for Independence.  And yet, as you travel around the world you very quickly discover Americans have a lot bigger idea of freedom than the rest of the world.  So where did we get our ideas about freedom and democracy?  Last time we looked at 

the Greeks who gave us the funny idea we have a right to vote on the laws that effect us and the Romans who gave us the idea that we could elect people to go to Washington to vote for us.  In today’s lesson we will explore some of the other sources of our “unusual ideas” of freedom and democracy.

3.  The Magna Carta-Boy!  It’s good to be king!.  Well, it was            at least until A.D. 1215.  Up to then you could show up at a citizen’s house, tell him to move to the barn for the next six months while you took over his house.  But all that changed at Runneymeade Meadow(a suburb of South London these days)

in 1215.  Free Englishmen forced King John to sign the Magna Carta which gave free Englishmen among other things a trial by jury of their peers and the right to privacy in their own home-in other words the king could no longer enter your house without your permission-that’s where we get the wild idea of search warrants-that thing the police must get before they enter your house!  

4.  The Petition of Rights-was a document signed in A.D. 1628

by King Charles I of England.  It said a king could not automatically  throw his critics in prison without a trial by jury.

It established the basic right of Englishmen to be able to gripe

about the government without fear of being arrested.  In other 

