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HOW HAS THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY GROWN IN POWER OVER THE LAST 210 YEARS ?

1.  Thomas Jefferson-demonstrated a President could spend 

     15 million dollars without asking Congress’s permission 

      when he made the Louisiana Purchase in 1803.

2.  Andrew Jackson-shut down the National Banks by with-

     drawing all the government’s money from them and putting

     the money in state banks.  He said the national banks were

     keeping interest rates so high poor people couldn’t borrow

     the money they needed to buy farms.

3.  Abraham Lincoln-suspended due process during the Civil 

     War by rounding up suspected Confederate spies living in

     Washington.  They weren’t given trials-some held several 

     Years.

4.  Teddy Roosevelt-used the “bully pulpit”(public pressure) to

     get Congress to buy millions of acres for national parks and

     to get the legislative branch to vote for his “progressive”

     agenda.

5.  Franklin Roosevelt-declared war on the Great Depression

     with his “new deal” legislation to get people back to work-

     starting such “entitlements” as Welfare and Social Security.
6.  Lyndon Johnson-demonstrated a President could get us 

     into war without asking Congress to declare war when he 

     got us into the Viet Nam War.

7.  All modern Presidents have learned how to use the media to

    stir up public support for their policies.

