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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH-The Eight Roles of the American President-Part II-  Chief of State, Chief Executive, Chief Administrator, Commander and Chief-these are some of the roles of the modern American Presidency we explored in our last lesson.  It’s no accident that the title Chief plays so prominently in our references to the position.  It’s a part of our unique Native American heritage and gives us a picture of a leader very unfamiliar to Europeans.

A leader willing to sacrifice his personal life to the needs of the tribe.  A leader willing to risk his life as the representative of the “free world.”  Today, we will explore four more roles that have come to be associated with the modern American Presidency and how his position has grown in power.

5.  CHIEF LEGISLATOR-the President is most often the 

     source of any new legislation being considered by the legis-

     lative branch.  He leads out in trying to get the legislation

     passed by putting his influence with Americans on the line.

6.  CHIEF OF PARTY-he is the leader of his political party.

     He rallies his party behind his agenda.  He calls them on the 

     phone.  He entertains them.  He threatens them.  He does 

     all any leader can do to get them to support whatever he is 

     trying to do.

7.  CHIEF DIPLOMAT-he designs our foreign policy and 

     how we will deal with foreign countries.

8.  CHIEF CITIZEN-we expect him to protect citizen’s rights 

     and to set a good example for all our citizenry.  The Presi-

     dent gets approximately 20,000 letters a day from people 

     hoping he can somehow help them.  We expect him to act 

     like he cares about us.

