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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH-The Eight Roles of the American President-Part I-  How do we Americans see the modern President?  How does the world see him?  Today, we will take a look at what the President officially does as the most powerful man in the world.

1.  CHIEF OF STATE-he greets the heads of other countries 

     that visit the United States-but he must be careful.  If he 

     allows a political leader from another country to visit him at

     the White House it means(by law)we officially accept that 

     person as the head of their country. 

2.  CHIEF EXECUTIVE-3 million  people  work  for  the 

     executive branch.  The President is their official boss.  If 

     any of them get their name in the newspaper for bad reasons

     it makes the President look bad.  1900 people actually show 

     up to work in the west wing of the White House everyday,

     but the President only knows about 300 by name.

3.  CHIEF ADMINISTRATOR-by   law  the  President   is

     responsible for enforcing all Federal laws.  Usually he 

     ignores any laws he doesn’t like until the newspapers and

     TV news gets a hold of it.  Then he is forced to look like he

     is trying to uphold the law.

4.  COMMANDER IN CHIEF-the United States currently 

     has 2 million people in the military(Army, Navy, Air Force, 

     and Marines).  The President has the final say on how and 

     where they are used.  This is the one job he can not pass off

     to subordinates to do.  It is his decision who goes into battle.

     It is the loneliest part of his job.  He knows a certain number

     of Americans will surely be killed as a result of his orders.

     And he knows he will lose his job if too many die.

