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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT-THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH-part one-the President of the United States is the most powerful man in the world.  Consequently, the eyes of the whole world are upon him.  But what do we really know about him?  Why does he do what he does?  What does the constitution really say about the executive branch?  These are some of the questions we will answer this week.

Article II, Section 1.-“The executive branch shall be vested in a President of the United States of America.  He shall hold his office during a term of four years.”  Well, that doesn’t tell us much.  For instance, why does he only wear brown, blue, or black suits with a white shirt?  Or why does he swear the oath of office on a Bible?  Or for that matter why are all of his limos shiny black?  Washington summed it all up this way “I walk on untrodden ground.  There is scarcely any part of my conduct which may not hereafter be drawn in precedent.”  Why does the American President do what he does?  Because Washington set the precedent(example of appropriate behavior).  And ever since unconsciously or consciously Americans have responded to what a President does or does not do with the thought “well, George Washington wouldn’t have done that or Washington would certainly approve.”


QUALIFICATIONS

1. The candidate for President must be born a U.S. citizen.

2. The candidate must be at least 35 years old(Kennedy at 

          43 was the youngest and Reagan at 69 was the oldest).

