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Today’s Lesson Title:  DOES ONE VOTE REALLY MATTER ???- In 2000, Al Gore got 100,000 more votes than George Bush and yet Bush became President.  This left many Americans wondering whether their vote really mattered or not.

What happened?  Today’s lesson will try to answer that question.

ITS HAPPENED BEFORE

1800-Congress had to break a tie between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr.  They sided with Jefferson.

1824-Andrew Jackson got more votes but John Quincy Adams ended up President.  How come?

1876-Jame Blaine and Rutherford B. Hayes tied.  Congress broke the tie and sided with Hayes.  Blaine supporters felt cheated.

DOES IT REALLY MATTER WHETHER I VOTE OR NOT?

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

First, understand we do not directly vote for the President.  The electoral college.  Why?  So that big states with big populations didn’t always get to pick the President.  Each state get the same number of electors as they have Congressmen.  If a Presidential candidate gets the majority of votes in a state they get that state’s electoral votes.  California has 54 electoral votes.  Oklahoma only has 5.  Without the electoral college big states like California, Texas, and New York would always end up determining who gets to be President.  But if a few smaller states in the middle tend to vote alike they end up having enough electoral votes together to pick the President.  On election night the middle of the country tends to vote red-

