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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE FRANCHISE, SUFFRAGE- THE RIGHT TO VOTE- “Demoskrataeo-the people rule, or the people speak.”  Yet, only about 50 percent of qualified voters bother to vote in a Presidential election.  And even fewer voters vote in other elections.  How sad so few exercise this basic American freedom.  Is it because people don’t believe their vote will matter?  Is it because they are too busy?  Is it because Americans can’t make a connection between how they vote and how it effects their life?  Probably all these reasons and more too many to list.  For the next three days we will explore the “right to vote, how people tend to vote, and what it will probably mean for the future of our country.

WE THE PEOPLE-in the beginning those words meant free, white males over the age of 21 who owned property(about 4 out of 100 Americans). Today, “We the people” includes all U.S. Citizens, male or female, whatever race, over the age of 18.  How did we get there?  In stages

STAGE ONE -religious qualifications were ruled unconstit- utional in 1810.  Some villages and counties in New England and some of the southern states required you prove you attended church on a regular basis before they’d let you vote.  

STAGE TWO-the property ownership requirement was ruled unconstitutional in 1820.  This allowed millions of poor people to vote who hadn’t voted before. 

STAGE THREE-in 1870, the fifteenth amendment gave black men the vote.

STAGE FOUR-in 1920, the nineteenth amendment gave women the vote.

