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swearing in of new senators.  The second day a committee of Congressmen and Senators drive up to the White House to report to the President that the Congress is sworn in and ready for business and that they would like for him to give a report on The State of the Union within two weeks.

OTHER STUFF YOU MIGHT NEED TO KNOW

1.  The presiding officer of the Senate is the Vice-President.  He can vote and break a tie when needed.

2.   The President Pro tempore is elected by the majority party in the  Senate and presides over the Senate in the absence of the Vice-president. 

3. Next to the Speaker of the House the most powerful Congressmen are the Floor Leaders.  They are appointed by the Speaker of the house from his own party and help him get the votes he needs to pass legislation.

4.  Party Whips-again are appointed by the Speaker.  They are the “bean counters.”  They can tell the Speaker at any given moment how many votes he can count on as he attempts to get legislation passed.

5.  22 permanent committees-usually those with the most seniority in their party get the chairmanships of these committees.  Possible legislation is first sent to the committee that deals with that area.  The potential law must get out of the committee before it can be voted on by the Senate or House.  A lot of potential laws “die in committee” for want of a majority and never reach the floor for a vote.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES-like the Select Committees are appointed by the speaker to investigate government wrong doing.  Sometimes the House and Senate work together and appoint a Joint Committee to investigate something really big like Watergate.  Sometimes the House and Senate pass similar bills and they form a Conference committee to come up with a compromise a majority of both chambers can support.
