57

Today’s Lesson Title:  HOW CONGRESS REALLY WORKS PART II-how does the U.S. Congress really work?

Why should I even care?  BECAUSE SOME DAY YOU MAY REALLY WANT THE SYSTEM TO WORK FOR YOU.  And knowing how Congress works could end up being an important life skill.  So pay attention!!!!

GETTING ORGANIZED TO WORK-a new session of Congress always begins on January 3 in odd numbered years.

How do they get started?

1.  First they pick a Speaker of the House from the majority 

     party to run the day to day sessions of Congress.  The 

     speaker is important because he or she is third in line for the

     Presidency.

2.  The Speaker is sworn in by the Congressman who has 

     served the longest.

3.  The speaker swears in the other 434 Congressmen.  Then 

     they elect a doorman, clerk, sergeant at arms(to keep the 

     peace), a congressional postmaster to handle mail, and a 

     chaplain to pray.

4.  Then they vote on rules to regulate how they will discuss 

     things while in open session.

5.  Then, they elect each other to serve on 22 permanent 

     committees that oversee the operations of the government.

     (The idea is to get enough people to vote for you so you can

     get on the committee you want).

HOW THE SENATE GETS STARTED- Only one third of the Senators are up for re-election every two years so it doesn’t have to re-organize every two years like the House.  The only business conducted on the first  day of   a  new  senate  is  the 

