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WHAT ARE THE CLEARLY EXPRESSED POWERS OF CONGRESS AS STATED IN ARTICLE I SECTION 8 ?

Congress has the power to collect taxes, regulate trade between states and foreign countries, the power to borrow money, the power to print and coin money, the power to establish post offices, the power to set standard weights and measurements for the whole country, and the power to declare war.

WHAT ARE THE CLEARLY IMPLIED BUT NOT STATED POWERS OF CONGRESS ?

Most of the following fall under the “promote the general welfare” clause of the Preamble:

Regulate the naturalization process for becoming a citizen, regulate the postal system, regulate copyrights and patents, the power to set time zones for the whole country, the power to sell publicly owned land, the power to create territories and states, the power to create federal courts and appoint federal judges over those courts.

HOW CONGRESS ORGANIZES ITSELF TO GET ITS WORK DONE-part one

Although Article I  Section 5 gives some general direction on how Congress should organize itself to get its work done, mostly it is free to organize itself.  Over the years Congress has constructed elaborate traditions and procedures for getting started in each new session every two years.  Next time we will examine the details of how congress organizes itself to work.

