55

Today’s Lesson Title:  CONGRESS-THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH-Oklahoma has 5 Congressmen.  California has 54.

Sounds a bit unfair.  How is the number determined anyway?

This question along with several others will be answered in today’s lesson.

HOW MANY SENATORS AND CONGRESSMEN DOES EACH STATE GET ?

Senators-each state-large or small gets two senators and each senator in the senate gets one vote.

Congresspersons-each state gets a congressperson for approximately every 500,000 persons living in that state.  But the total number of congresspersons is limited to 435.

Reapportionment-occurs every ten years when the U.S. census is taken.  Oklahoma didn’t grow as much as Texas from 1990 until 2000.  So we lost one Congressman and Texas gained one.  We ended up with five and they have 25.

The Size and Shape of Congressional districts-every census year the state legislature has a big fight over reshaping the congressional districts in such a way to create either mostly 

Democratic or Republican districts.  Whichever party controls the state legislation usually has the most say in reshaping the districts.

20,000 persons have served in Congress since 1789 but only 200 women.  

WHEN ARE MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ELECTED ?

The first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in even numbered years.  One third of the Senate stands for re-election every even numbered year on the same day.

