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Today’s Lesson Title:  FACTORS INFLUENCING HOW VOTERS VOTE-  Why do voters vote the way they vote?  Political consultants get paid “big money” to answer that question.  So what do they tell a candidate that is paying them that big money?  Today’s lesson will explore the main factors that influence voter behavior.

SOCIOLOGY-DEMOGRAPHICS

The group a voter belongs to will explain a lot about how they will probably vote.  This is all part of the study of “sociology” or “demographics.”  Sociologist have identified seven factors that influence how a voter will probably vote:

1. Income-middle and upper middle class 

voters tend to vote Republican.  Lower incomes and 

minorities tend to vote Democratic.

   2.  Education-the more education a person has the greater the

        tendency to vote Republican.  However, this is not true of 

        professional educators(public school or college). 

        Educators mostly vote Democratic.

   3.  Gender-women tend to vote Democratic-men, especially 

        in the south, tend to vote Republican.

   4.  Age-older voters tend to vote Republican, younger voters 

        tend to vote Democratic.

5. Religion-Protestants tend to vote Republican.  Catholics 

and Jews tend to vote Democratic(note: some Catholic

voters are starting to cross over to Republicans because of

the abortion issue-especially Hispanic voters.)

6. Geography-until 1980, the south voted Democratic, the 

midwest voted Republican, and the northeast and west

voted Democratic.  Since 1980, southern women have 

