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Today’s Lesson Title:  CONGRESS-THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH-in the summer of 2003, 100 year old Senator Strom Thurmond from South Carolina finally died.  He had served in the U.S. Senate longer than any other person in our nations’ history-having first been elected in 1946.  His death drew so much attention many Americans stopped for the first time to ask some basic questions about Senators and Congressman-like how long can they serve anyway?  Can they still be a part of the Senate and be that old?  These and other questions will be answered in today’s lesson.

ARTICLE ONE, Section 2, Clause 1. –states the qualifications for Congressmen.  They must be at least 25 years old, have been a U.S. citizen for at least seven years, and must be a resident of the state where he or she is elected.

ARTICLE ONE, Section 3, Clause 3.- states the qualifications for the Senate.  They must be at least 30 years old, a U.S. citizen for at least nine years, and must be a resident of the state where they are elected.

HOW LONG DO THEY SERVE?

Congressmen serve two year terms and are sworn in on January 3 in odd years(2001, 2003, 2005,etc.).  Senators serve six years and are sworn in on January 3-again in odd numbered years.  Why the difference in term lengths?  The Founding Fathers believed Congressmen should be more often accountable to their local districts and subject to the voters choice more often than Senators who represent their whole state.  On the other hand, because Senators have to make decisions that consider what’s best for the whole nation they shouldn’t have to face the voter’s “wrath” so often.

