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Today’s Lesson Title:  CONGRESS-THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH-Article 1-Secton 1-of the Constitution says “All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.”  How does Congress fulfill its duties?  How are members selected?  How long do they serve?  How has the legislative branch changed over the last two centuries?  These are some of the questions we will attempt to answer over the next week in our study of the Legislative Branch. 

WHAT THE FOUNDING FATHERS INTENDED-most historians and political scientists agree the original intent of the Founding Fathers was to make the legislative branch the strongest of the three branches of Federal Government.  But that has not turned out to be what was needed.  So the balance of power has changed over the years until now the executive and judicial branches tend to dominate.

Montesquieu(mon tes squ)- was a French philosopher much read by Jefferson and Madison.  He believed the only fair government had three branches that can check(slow down)and balance(share equal power)each other.

BUT WHY BICAMERAL INSTEAD OF UNICAMERAL?

Why two houses of Congress instead of one?  Someone asked George Washington that question after the constitutional convention adjourned and he gave a brilliant analogy.  He said “Congress should work like a cup and saucer of very hot tea.  The House of Representatives directly represents their local districts back home.  Through horse trading(voting for each other’s local projects)a Congressman might end up with legis-

