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Today’s Lesson Title:  WHERE DID AMERICANS GET THEIR IDEAS ABOUT DEMOCRACTIC GOVERNMENT AND FREEDOM ?-if you’ve ever traveled to a foreign country like France or Russia and eaten in an American fast food restaurant like McDonalds or Burger King you very quickly discovered we Americans have very different ideas of what it means to live free.  Europeans don’t expect to have their hamburger “customized” like we Americans do.  If you ask them to hold the onions or pickles they just ignore you.  You get the same hamburger as everybody else who walks through the door.  Where did we Americans get our very different ideas about freedom and Democracy?  Why do we expect much more freedom  than most humans on the rest of the planet?

1.  The Greeks-practiced pure democracy.  All eligible voters 

     (free males over 21 years of age and who were citizens of

     Greece) gathered once a year in Athens to vote on a national

     agenda.  It usually took three or four days-depending on 

     how much they debated each item.  From the Greeks we got

     the idea we should have some say in making the laws we all

     live by.  We believe we should have the right to vote.

2.  The Romans-had a Republic.  A republic is a form of 

     government where eligible voters(in Rome’s case male or 

     females over the age of 21 that were Roman citizens)elect

     representatives to go to Rome and vote for them-

     representing their community’s interests.  A community 

     elected a senator to go to Rome and vote for them.  From 

     the Romans we got the idea of representative government-

     which of course is much more practical than pure 

     democracy- can you imagine all 270 million Americans

