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Today’s Lesson Title:  The 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th Amendments-a “living document.”  That’s the U.S. Constitution.  Always changing and growing in its meaning as most(but not all)Americans have changed and grown in their understanding of “and justice for all.”  We changed and grew a lot between 196l and 1991 when the 27th  amendment was added-mostly because good Americans agreed with leaders who said they had waited long enough for their share of justice.

How has that change impacted the U.S. Constitution?  Answering that question will be the focus of today’s lesson.

THE 21ST AMENDMENT(1933)

“Happy Days Are Here Again”-was the pop hit of 1933 when Franklin Roosevelt became President and Congress passed and the country ratified the 21st Amendment repealing the 18th Amendment.  From now on the distribution and sale of alcoholic beverages would be legal but it would be heavily regulated and taxed(sometimes as high as 100 percent-depending on the locality).

THE 22ND AMENDMENT(1951)

By the end of the 1940s Republicans were sick of Democrats controlling the executive branch(Roosevelt had been elected four times and now they had to put up with “give em hell” Harry Truman).  The 22nd Amendment says a candidate can only be elected twice as President.  However, if a President resigns or dies right after he takes office his Vice-President can serve out his four year term and be elected twice again and serve up to a total of twelve years.

