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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE 16TH, 17TH, 18TH, 19TH & 20TH AMENDMENTS-after the 15th amendment was ratified in 1870,  43 years would pass before the next amendment would be ratified.  The U.S. Constitution has been called a “living document” because it has changed and grown as “we the people” have changed and grown in our understanding of what is needed for good government.  Today’s lesson will deal with five amendments that have forever changed what it means to be “an American.”

THE 16th  AMENDMENT-gave us the income tax in 1913.  Never before had the U.S. Government taxed personal income.

The government got its money mostly from sales of public land and the tariff(taxes on foreign products brought into America).

All that changed in 1913.  Congress adopted a “graduated income tax.”  In other words the more you make the bigger the percentage the government taxes.  If you make 1000.00 they get 100.00 or 10%.  If you make a million dollars they get 430,000.00 or 43%.

The 17TH AMENDMENT-provided for the direct election of U.S. Senators.  Before 1913, Senators were appointed by their state legislatures.  After 1913, voters would pick their U.S. Senators.  Before 1913, whichever party controlled the state legislature got their man in.  After 1913, Senators are elected in a statewide election.

THE 18th AMENDMENT(THE VOLSTEAD ACT)-outlawed the sale of alcoholic beverages in the United States.

Some say it worked.  It did greatly reduce the amount of alcohol consumed in America.  But it also gave rise to organized crime and “bootlegging(making untaxed, homemade 

