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Although the Grant Administration pushed for the ratification of the 14th Amendment  mostly to protect the rights of ex-slaves living in the southern states, in the end the 14th amendment  defined citizenship for all Americans.
“All persons born or naturalized in the United States , and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United State where they reside.  No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of the citizens of the United States;  nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law;  nor deny any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”

THE FIFTEENTH AMENDMENT
This amendment gave the vote to African American males who were U.S. citizens over the age of 21.  But it wouldn’t be until the Voter’s Rights Act of 1965 was passed that blacks in southern states felt safe enough to vote.  Whites mostly used the literacy test and the poll tax to keep them from voting.
