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Today’s Lesson Title: THE “CIVIL WAR AMENDMENTS”-is another name given to the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments passed right after the Civil War between 1865 and 1870.  For over 60 years the constitution had not been amended.  From 1820 until after the Civil War was over the country was so divided no amendment could achieve ratification by the two-thirds majority necessary.  With the southern states unable to participate in the ratification process right after the war was over these three amendments were successfully ratified by the remaining northern states.  What do these amendments say?

THE THIRTEENTH AMENDMENT

It outlawed slavery in the United States-involuntary servitude became illegal.  No one could be forced to work for free or against their will.  The United States was one of the last of the “industrialized-modern” countries of the world to finally give up what northerners had long referred to as that “peculiar institution” of the south.  Even so, by the current executive branch’s own admission there are at least 20,000 slaves(some say as many as 100,000)still living in the United States today.

THE FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT

For the first time the constitution defines what U.S. Citizenship means and makes it clear that ex-slaves are to receive full citizenship-including equal constitutional protection under the law.  The Grant Administration pushed for passage of this amendment in reaction to the Ku Klux Klan activity that was going on in the south.  Even so, blacks in the south would not be truly protected by the Federal government for another 100 years when Congress finally passed the Civil Rights Act in 1964.

