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Today’s Lesson Title:  A LIVING DOCUMENT-that’s what the U.S. Constitution is sometimes called-because it has changed and grown over the last 220 years as the American people have changed and grown in their understanding of what makes good government and make more real “justice for all.”  Amending the constitution has been the principal means of changing the constitution.  We have done it 17 times since 1791.  This week we will focus on those 17 amendments.  Today, we will focus on amendments 11 and 12.

THE 11TH AMENDMENT

Article 3: Section 2: Clause 1 of the constitution addresses the jurisdiction of the federal court system.  Basically it originally read that the federal court would hear any case involving any suit involving a U.S. Citizen-including private citizen’s suing a state in which they did not live.  Very quickly the judicial branch discovered private lawsuits by private citizens could so occupy the federal courts they would not have time to deal with larger court cases-such as states suing states.  

CHANGING THE FEDERAL COURTS JURISDICTION

In the 1790s Congress changed Article 3: Section 2: Clause 1.

Private citizens could no longer sue a state they didn’t live in in the Federal courts.  They would have to sue another state in their own state court system.  Then the state court would sue the other state on behalf of their citizen.  This relieved the federal court of some of its cases.

WHAT WE LEARN FROM THE 11TH AMENDMENT

The constitution can be changed to deal with the realities of the time.  This opened the door for the court to review from time to time what was needed to live more honestly with the words

