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Although the Constitution prescribes how states are added to the union they are free to:

1.  Decide the term length for their governors(2, 4, 6, or 8 yrs).

2.  Decide on whether their legislature will be unicameral or 

     bicameral.

3.  Establish and supervise their own public school system.

4.  Issue and set the terms for drivers licenses.

5.  Establish a state police to patrol state highways.

THE LIST COULD GO ON AND ON.

CITY AND COUNTY GOVERNMENTS

If the state isn’t responsible for something then local citizens have to organize some kind of local government.  So who does what?

County Government-records marriages, divorces, land ownership, maintains county roads, collects county taxes, and provides a county sheriff and deputies who have jurisdiction in rural areas of the counties(outside of the towns and cities in that county).

Municipal Governments-provide street maintenance, local police, municipal traffic court, water and garbage service, animal control, business licenses.

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

We Americans got really good at self-governance because every time we pushed further west onto the unsettled frontier we had to re-invent government in the new location. We got a lot of practice at establishing government.

