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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE BILL OF RIGHTS-THE 9th and 10th AMENDMENTS-whose job is it to patrol state highways?

Who’s supposed to pick up the garbage?  Who is in charge of airports?  Obviously the Federal government can’t do everything.  States, counties, and cities must do their jobs to.

Some of these responsibilities will be made clearer as we look at the 9th and 10th amendments in today’s lesson.

“The enumeration in the constitution of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage other rights retained by 

the people.”

The Founding Fathers knew they couldn’t begin to think of every right Americans assumed they had.  They wanted everyone to understand there were other basic rights besides those listed in the constitution.

Example-the right to privacy.  Most Americans assume they have the right to do whatever they want in the confines of their own home as long as no one is getting hurt.  Several states still have anti-sodomy laws on their books(laws that prohibit homosexual activity between consenting adults).  In July, 2003

the Supreme Court struck down these laws on the basis that 

Americans have a right to privacy within their own homes.

Other rights assumed by Americans but not listed explicitly in the Constitution include the right to freely travel about, and establish public schools to just name a few.

RIGHTS RESERVED TO THE STATES

“The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states are reserved to 

the states respectively, or to the people.”

WHAT DOES IT MEAN???
