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1. In 1907 Americans didn’t think it cruel and unusual to   smash big rocks into little rocks for 12 hours a day.  Sometimes they worked them in flooded mines.  They didn’t think hanging or a firing squad was cruel or unusual.

2. 1890-electric chair used for the first time.  1924 the gas chamber was first used.

3. 38 states still execute people. 12 have stopped it.  Oklahoma was the state that came up with the idea of lethal injection(1977).  Today, 37 states execute by lethal injection.

4. In 1966 the Supreme Court stopped all executions.  In 1976 they allowed them to begin again.
5. Wyoming executed Gary Gilmore by firing squad in 1977.

6. Florida still uses Old Sparky-an electric chair.  The old “Old Sparky” malfunctioned in 2001 and had to be replaced by a new “Old Sparky.”

WHY DO SOME AMERICANS OPPOSE THE DEATH PENALTY?

1. They say it is unfairly applied.  Poor whites and minorities can’t afford the best lawyers and end up getting executed more often than the rich or middle class.
2. They say juries get it wrong sometimes.  DNA proved 18 death row inmates in Illinois were innocent.

WHY ARE SOME AMERICANS FOR THE DEATH PENALTY?

1. They say it provides some justice to the families.

2. They believe it is a deterrent to violent crime.

