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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE BILL OF RIGHTS-THE 7TH AMENDMENT- Not all trials are criminal in nature.  Sometimes they are civil cases-law suits, divorces, property disputes-injury or dismemberment suits.  What does the Constitution say about civil cases?  How are they handled?  These are some of the questions answered in today’s lesson.

“In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall otherwise be re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.”

SMALL CLAIMS COURT-over the years the courts have raised the minimum to about 250 dollars from 20.  Lesser amounts are handled in “small claims court” by a judge-not a jury.  Usually, the persons involved don’t use lawyers because the amount involved is too small.

CIVIL LAW-larger civil cases involving larger amounts of property or cash are settled by a jury.  Examples of civil cases involve damages, injury from negligence, divorces, disputes over wills and estates.  

HIGHER COURT INVOLVEMENT-a person may appeal civil cases all the way to the Supreme Court.  But the high court rarely agrees to review civil cases because of the wording of the 7th amendment “and no fact tried by a jury shall otherwise be re-examined by any other court of the United States.”
