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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE BILL OF RIGHTS-THE SIXTH AMENDMENT-Can the government secretly arrest and try you in a secret trial?  Can the government refuse to let you see the witnesses testifying against you?  Does the government have to provide a lawyer for you if you can’t afford one?  It is a sad fact most Americans don’t know their sixth amendment rights and must have the “Miranda statement” read to them upon their arrest.  Today, we will look at the sixth amendment and the liberties it is supposed to protect.

“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and district where the crime has been committed, which district shall have been previously established by law, and to be informed of the nature of the accusation; to be confronted by the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have assistance of counsel for his defense.”

WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW?-in the name of “national security”  Attorney General Ashcroft wants to hold all terrorist trials in secret-to protect informants(infiltrators working for the FBI), to keep national secrets secret, to protect witnesses from future terrorist attacks.  Opponents say this approach will undermine rights guaranteed by the sixth amendment.

1.  The right to a speedy trial.  The government can not hold 

     you indefinitely-although we have held suspected terrorists 

     as “enemy combatants-prisoners of war” for almost two 

     years now-without letting them see a lawyer or confront 

     their accusers.

