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Today’s Lesson Title:   THE BILL OF RIGHTS-THE FIFTH AMENDMENT-  anyone who has ever watched a “cop show” on TV has heard a suspect “plead the 5th.”  Why do they do that?  What does it mean to “plead the fifth?”  Today’s lesson will answer those questions among others.

“No person shall  be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on the presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases involving the military or state militias when in actual service as in times of war or public danger;  nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb;  nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be witness against himself;  nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of law;  nor shall private property be taken for public use without just compensation.”

HOW THE COURTS HAVE INTERPRETED THE 5TH AMENDMENT

1.  A person can not be held by the police without being 

     formally charged.  They must bring a prisoner before a 

     judge within 48 hours and show why he or she should be

     held over for trial(such as in crimes of violence).

2.  Military courts handle their own cases involving military    

     personnel during times of war or public danger(riots).

3.  Double jeopardy-a person can not be tried twice for the 

     same crime.  A few years back Ashley Judd made a movie

     entitled Double Jeopardy.  Her husband, wanting to marry

     another woman, framed Judd by faking his own murder.

     Judd went to prison for twelve years, somehow got released 

     on a technicality, hunted down her ex and killed him.  She

