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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE BILL OF RIGHTS-THE FOURTH AMENDMENT-Under what circumstances can the government enter your home without a search warrant?  Under what circumstances can they wiretap your phone or check your computer records?  Since 9-11 legislation has been passed by Congress and signed by the President that would seem to violate the protections for citizens by the fourth amendment, but until someone challenges “The Patriot Act” in the courts it is the law.  What does the fourth amendment say and what has the Supreme Court said it means in past court decisions?

         The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things being seized.  

HOW HAS THE SUPREME COURT INTERPRETED 

THE 4TH AMENDMENT OVER THE LAST 200 YEARS?

1. Evidence illegally obtained can not be used against you in a court of law.

2. The police can not enter your house or car without a search warrant unless they can  see the evidence clearly through the window.

3. They can only enter your house if they have probable cause someone  inside is in danger(shouts, gun shots, etc.)

4. A search warrant must specifically state the exact location in a building or car to be searched.

5. A search warrant must specifically state what the authorities are looking for.

