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Today’s Lesson Title: WHO INVENTED GOVERNMENT?

Who first thought of the need for government?  Who invented it?  Do we really need it?  Could humans survive without it ?

Was James Madison right when he said “if all men were angels we wouldn’t need government.”  The libertarians(a political party) believe people can live just fine without any kind of laws or government.  On the other hand some people believe that most humans need a strong controlling force over their lives.  Today’s lesson will answer this question-WHERE DID HUMANS GET THE IDEA OF THE NEED FOR GOVERNMENT?

THEORIES ON THE ORGINS OF GOVERNMENT

1. The Force Theory-some individual or individuals forced 

    their will on a larger population within a clearly defined 

    territory.  When their rule was established it included a 

    population, territory, and some form of government.

2. The Evolutionary Theory-some social scientists believe 

    that government evolved out of the early family unit.  As 

    the family organized itself into a group with a clear leader

    the family eventually “extended” to include a much larger

    family or surrounding population.

3. The Divine Right Theory-holds the idea God set aside 

    certain “royal” families  to be in charge.  God planted the 

    idea for the need of government in the minds of humans.

    If a person rebels against these “God ordained” authorities

    they are actually rebelling against God.  

4. The Social Contract Theory-holds that very early in human 

    history humans discovered that they were vulnerable to 

    human aggression.  To overcome this vulnerability humans

