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constitution was written several states were still taking ten percent of all public tax money to support the Anglican Church(the Church of England).  This angered Baptists and other Protestant groups that didn’t think tax dollars should be used to promote any one church.  The Supreme Court has consistently upheld this view for the last two hundred years.

2. Speech-can you say anything, anywhere, at any time?  Of course not.  If you scream fire in a crowded movie theater and a bunch of people get hurt or killed in the stampede you are going to prison for manslaughter.  If it can be proved in a court of law that lies you told in anyway harmed someone(physically, mentally, or professionally) you’ll be convicted of slander in civil court and will probably have to pay out a lot of money for damages.

3. Press-all other rights mentioned in the first amendment first appeared in the English Bill of Rights of 1688.  Americans added this one-believing a free press helps keep government officials honest.
4. Assembly-we have a right to peacefully assemble but we can not block the entrance to a legal business.  Furthermore, we can not get closer than 200 feet at an abortion clinic and keep someone from entering to get an abortion.
5. Petition-  before the English Rights of Petition signed by Parliament in the 1620s you could be thrown into prison for criticizing the king.  Today, we can criticize the government all we want but YOU CAN NOT MAKE A PHYSICAL THREAT AGAINST THE PRESIDENT.
