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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE BILL OF RIGHTS-part one

When captured by a Union soldier during the Civil War and asked why he was fighting the U.S. Government the southern soldier replied “for ma rats!”  At least that’s what it sounded like to a Yankee’s ears.  What are your “rats?”  Do you automatically have the right to carry a “piece?”  Can you say anything you want anywhere you may happen to be?  What are your rights as a U.S. Citizen?  For the next two weeks we will study the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution-what are known as THE BILL OF RIGHTS.  Today, we will focus on the First Amendment.

WHY WAS THE CONSTITUTION AMENDED ANYWAY?-Because southerners didn’t believe the constitution said enough to protect the individual freedoms and

rights of Americans.  Madison said to southern leaders “if you’ll ratify the constitution as is we’ll add a Bill of Rights.”  In 1789, Madison got Congress to honor its promise.  By 1791,

the states had ratified the first ten amendments to the constitution.

THE FIRST AMENDMENT

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof: or abridging 

the freedom of speech, or of the press, or of the right of the people peacefully to assemble, and to petition the government

for a redress of grievances.”

So, what does all this mean?  According to the Supreme Court which has interpreted the first amendment over the last two centuries:

1.  Religion-separation of church and state.  At the time the 

