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Today’s Lesson Title: THE PURPOSE OF GOVERNMENT

“We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the United States of America.”  How much power should be given to the government to secure the “blessings of liberty?”  Is the constitution worth defending against all enemies “foreign and domestic?”  These are some of the questions we will discuss today.

“The Blessings of liberty”-does freedom always result in happiness?  Or do people sometimes use freedom to hurt themselves or other people?  Before 9/11 terrorists had a fairly easy time getting in and out of our country because we were so free and open to anyone who wanted to come our way.  But a visit to any airport will quickly demonstrate things have changed.  When people become afraid they are more willing to give up some of their constitutional rights in order to be protected.  BUT CAN A PEOPLE GIVE UP TOO MUCH FREEDOM IN ORDER TO FEEL MORE SAFE ?

The Patriot Act-was a bill signed into law in 2002.  It says under certain circumstances the government can enter your home or “bug” your telephone or even put you in prison for an indefinite amount of time without bringing charges against you if there is any evidence you might intend to harm American citizens.   Is this a step toward securing the blessings of liberty or did we give up too much in an attempt to feel safe again? 

Many Americans are beginning to openly ask “did we give up

