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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE GOAL OF GOVERNMENT

No clearer statement of the goals of government has been made than the words of the preamble of our own U.S. Constitution-

“We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this constitution for the United States of America.”  What does “provide for the common defense” involve?  What things does a good democratic government do to “promote the general welfare?”

These are the questions we’ll answer in today’s lesson.

PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE-under the Articles of Confederation the U.S. Government could not collect taxes.  As a result of this restriction there was no money to pay for an army or navy.  Both England and France were forever capturing our cargo ships and stealing the cargo.  Also, Britain was taking American sailors off of American ships and making them work on British ships(they said our sailors were still British citizens if they were born before 1783(when we signed the treaty ending the War for Independence).  The American people quickly concluded freedom wasn’t worth much if the government couldn’t protect their property from foreign thieves.

On top of the theft Americans continually worried that either France or England would invade and recapture North America.

Finally, the British were giving guns to the Indians on our frontier and the Indians were using these British weapons to kill American citizens.  We needed an army and navy!
