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A LIVING DOCUMENT-that’s what our constitution is 

sometimes called.  Why? Because the meaning of “we the people” has changed and grown as we the people have grown in our understanding of who should be treated with fairness. The words in our pledge of allegiance-“and justice for all” have challenged us to grow!

1. To form a more perfect Union-the Articles of Confederation had failed to unify the 13 states.  By 1787, most Americans understood we would need a much stronger central government to get us to work together.  New Jersey and Pennsylvania almost started a Civil War over their border.  The new constitution would provide a Federal Court system to  settle disputes between the states and individual citizens.  Hopefully justice would promote peace and unity.

Next time we will focus on “establish justice” and “insure domestic tranquility.”
