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THE STATE-no I don’t mean like one of our 50 states.  That’s a different kind of state.  By state I mean an area of territory with an organized government. State is another word the world wide community uses for a country or nation.  What must a state have to be recognized as a nation by the world community?

1.  Population-it must have a clearly definable population.  

    That population can be homogenous- the people all look 

    alike, speak the same language , share the same religion 

    and culture, or they are said to be heterogeneous-many skin 

    colors, languages, and  cultures.

2. Territory-  a state must have a clearly definable territory

    with clearly definable borders.  These must appear on maps 

    accepted by most of the states of the world.

3. Sovereignty-means the legally elected government within 

    the borders of that state has total and absolute control of its

    internal affairs.  The sovereignty can take the form of a  

    dictatorship(if the majority of the people legally elected the 

    person), or it may take the form of a democracy.

4. Government- a state must have a clearly definable territory, 

    with a clearly definable population, with clearly definable 

    borders, and a legally elected government that has absolute

    control within its borders. 

Democratic Government-“the people rule!”  Next time we will explore Americans unique idea of democratic government and what we mean by “government of the people, by the people and

for the people.”

