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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE RATIFICATION OF THE NEW CONSTITUTION-ratify means to approve.  Nine of the state legislatures(two-thirds)had to ratify the new constitution in order for it to legally become the new government.  How to get the state governments to vote for it?  That was the question.

Southern states had two problems with the new constitution that had to be overcome.  Today’s lesson will deal with how the constitution was finally ratified by a two-thirds majority.

THE FEDERALISTS-were those leaders who supported the new constitution.  They wanted a strong federal government.

The ANTI-FEDERALISTS-were against the new constitution because they thought it took too much power away from the states.  Also, they said it didn’t do enough to protect individual  rights and freedoms.

THE FEDERALISTS PAPERS-were a series of newspaper articles written by leaders of the Federalist Party.  They were written by James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay. Most of them were written by Madison.   They were so well written and easy to understand by most Americans that more and more Americans began to pressure their state legislatures to ratify.

THE ANTIFEDERALISTS-mostly southerners still held out against public pressure.  Patrick Henry from Virginia(remember him ?-“give me liberty or give me death”)

had been elected a delegate to the constitutional convention by his fellow Virginians but refused to attend saying “I smell a rat” which meant he thought the Federalist were out to take  away the freedoms of Americans hard won in the War for Independence.  Thomas Jefferson sent word from Paris that he 

