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The constitution called for a balance of power(equal powers) among the three branches and checks and balances(things each branch could legally do to the others to help maintain that equal power).

HOW MANY REPRESENTATIVES SHOULD EACH STATE GET ?-  this issue caused a lot of angry debate.  The Virginia Plan called for the number of representatives from each state to be based on population(one representative for every 500,000 people living in that state).  Others argued each 

state should have the same number.  Roger Sherman from Connecticut presented the Great Compromise.  Congress would be bicameral.  There would be a house of representatives based on population and elected every two years, and a senate with each state getting two senators elected every six years.  As for population-how should you count slaves?  One slave surly isn’t equal to one white person.  The compromise called for three whites to be equal to five slaves.  In other words slaves were thought to be only three-fifths human.

WHAT TO DO ABOUT SLAVERY-the southern delegates almost walked out when it appeared the northern delegates were about to outlaw slavery in the United States.  But everyone in the room understood one powerful nation had a better chance of surviving against the might of England and France than did two, smaller, and weaker governments.  So a 

“deal with the devil” was signed.  No new slaves could be brought into the United States 20 years after the constitution was ratified by the states(1809).  Slavery would have to survive

through the slaves and their children who were already here.

