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Today’s Lesson Title:  GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE, BY THE PEOPLE, AND FOR THE PEOPLE-from several diaries kept by the delegates to the constitutional convention we know of the debates and compromises that were made the summer of 1787.  As the delegates left the convention in September a woman stopped Benjamin Franklin and asked “Sir, do we have a new government?”  “Yes,” replied Franklin and then he added “if we can keep it.”  Well, we’ve kept it 216 years.  Today, we will focus on how we got what we got.

James Madison-was Thomas Jefferson’s best friend.  Thomas 

Jefferson was ambassador to France and not present at the convention but his ideas were there and spoken by Madison. Both had read and agreed with the writings of the French philosopher Montesquieu(mon ta squ).  Montesquieu said the only fair government was one with three branches that each had equal power.  Virginia had adopted the idea for their state constitution eight years earlier.  James Madison introduced the Virginia Plan to the convention and argued for it all summer until the delegates finally adopted it for the new U.S. Constitution.  That’s why we refer to James Madison as the Father of the Constitution.

THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

The Virginia Plan called for three branches of government-an executive branch(the president) to run the day to day services of the government and to be commander and chief  of the military, a legislative branch(Congress-the senate and house of  representatives) to make new laws as needed, and a judicial branch(the Supreme Court and Federal Court System) to interpret the constitution and settle disputes between the states.

