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     federal(central)government?  Should the new government

     have more power than states, equal power with the states, or

     should the states have more power?

2.  How should the new government be organized?  Should 

     there be one president or two?  Should the legislature be

     unicameral(one body) or bicameral(a senate and house of

     representatives)?  How many representatives should each 

     state have?  Should it be based on population in the states or 

     should each state have an equal number of votes?

3.  What should be done with slavery under the new 

     constitution? Should it be totally outlawed, kept, or phased 

     out over time?  This one issue almost caused the convention

     to give up and go home.

SO HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT HAPPENED IN THAT ROOM ?  Almost fifty years after that summer, a nephew of 

James Madison was sorting through Madison’s belongings(Madison had died a few days earlier).  The nephew 

found an old diary.  Apparently Madison had returned to his apartment each night of the convention and written down what had happened that day.  When word got out about the diary other descendents of delegates to the convention gave up their ancestor’s diaries.  From these diaries we get a fairly clear picture of what happened each day the summer of 1787 in Philadelphia.

