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Today’s Lesson Title:  THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Everyone in attendance agreed.  All debates had to be kept secret. If the newspapers discovered what was being debated they would take sides and divide the delegates to the point nothing would get done.  So the President of the convention ordered the windows nailed shut and an armed guard placed at the door.  So if everything was done in secret how do we know what happened in Independence Hall that summer?  How do we know what issues almost destroyed the new constitution even before it got written?   These are some of the questions we will answer today.

WHO ATTENDED?   The oldest delegate was 83(Ben Franklin) and the youngest 26.  Most were well educated and at least middle class or wealthy.  All were males and all were white.

GETTING ORGANIZED-somebody had to be in charge to keep order when the debates got heated.  There was only one person in the room that everybody could trust.  He had put his life and fortune on the line in the War for Independence.  He had sacrificed his home life by being away from his farm and family for years at a time in the young nation’s service.  That man was George Washington.  He was unanimously elected President of the convention on May 25.  His first order was to nail the windows shut so reporters couldn’t listen in, and then

he placed an armed guard at the door to search everyone for weapons as they entered the room each day.  For the next fourteen weeks they worked 12 hours a day, 6 days a week.

WHAT WERE THE ISSUES ?

1.  How much power should the new constitution give the

