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     couldn’t pay for an army or navy to defend our country.  

     Most Americans expected the English or French to attack

     at any minute and we would lose our independence.

5.  Shay’s Rebellion-in the late summer of 1786, wealthy and

     middle class America’s worst nightmare almost came true.

     Daniel Shay-a Revolutionary War veteran, led 400 poor 

     farmers in a mass rebellion.  They almost got their hands on 

     several thousand U.S. Army muskets and ammunition.  It 

     left middle class and wealthy Americans wondering if the 

     U.S. government had enough power to protect their 

     property and safety. 

After Shay’s Rebellion, most Americans began calling for a stronger U.S. Government.  In May, 1787, fifty-five delegates met in Philadelphia to see if they could invent a better government and do what no one had ever done before-create the world’s first written constitution.  They must have succeeded-for the U.S. Constitution is the oldest constitution in existence today-216 years old.  Next time we will try to discover why it has lasted so long.

